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ETHICS FOR AN INTERNATIONAL 
POLICEMAN 

While these words are being written, the nation is on the brink 
of war with Mexico. When they are read, hostilities may have 
begun. If so, Christian people in the United States, like those in 
warring Europe, will be testing the sincerity of their professed 
loyalty to Jesus. 

A state of war does not disprove the existence of a moral order. 
In this we must still live, and to it we must still give our allegiance. 
Military exigencies do not permit us to repudiate the ideals of Jesus. 
A nation at war ought relentlessly to question its own motives and 
ambitions, its own past and its desired future. 

War in Mexico, if it be regarded as a phase of international 
police service, will be both defensive and vicarious. For years we 
have refused to intervene because we did not believe we were justi- 
fied in intervening. Whatever the future may have in store for 
us, we have the record of this much self-restraint under unbe- 
lievable provocation. 

That all our past dealings with Mexico have been beyond 
reproach we do not need to argue. We ask neither justifica- 
tion for our mistakes and our wrongdoings nor praise for our 
patience. What we have written, we have written. The future 
must pass judgment. Let the nation without sin present the first 
protest. 

The immediate duty of every Christian who is loyal to the ideals 
of peace is to separate peace as a world-policy from police duty 
thrust upon us by conditions we have not controlled and, despite 
national patience, could not control. 

Jesus never condemned national self -protection. 
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His teaching as to non-resistance to evil was not political. But 
the principles of service, kindliness, and sacrifice, of which non- 
resistance to evil on the part of an individual may be an expression, 
are as applicable to international as to private relations. 

A policeman protecting social ideals from maniacs and thugs is 
an exponent of more efficient social service than a Good Samaritan 
binding up the wounds of victims of civic neglect. 

But appeal to police methods by a nation can be justified only 
when free from any policy of aggrandizement. A policeman must 
not share in loot. A nation that has police duties thrust upon it 
must not talk of territorial expansion. 

The church must combat those whom war will make greedy. 
Our national boundaries run through our national conscience. 
Cuba and not the Philippines should be our precedent. 

The United States has weighed others in the balance of justice. 
The nation is itself in the balance. Shall we who have judged 
others ourselves be condemned ? 

To such a question the Christian has but one answer. Faith 
in God and common-sense alike urge the Christian church to utter 
it without fear or favor. 

Only as a nation undertakes international police duty sacrificially, 
without hope of territorial or other gain, is it acting in the spirit of 
Jesus. 

A hypocrite is more contemptible than a pirate. 



